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The next issue of the magazine is scheduled to be published on the first 
Sunday of the month, so for the June issue this will be on Sunday 2nd 
June. 

Contributions to editor@parkurc.org.uk by the weekend before – and 
remember no pdf’s and no posters! - thank you! 
 

 

 

 

The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United 
Reformed Church or the minister of this church …if we ever get one 



page 3 

 

Secretary’s Letter 

Carole and I have just returned from our holiday, 
Cruising in the Norwegian Fiords. We had a lovely 
relaxing time. It is a very beautiful part of the world 
and the scenery is magnificent. We left on Saturday morning following 
gale ‘Hannah’ had struck the south on England.  I was a little 
concerned that the seas might have been a bit rough. However, I 
don’t think we had waves as high as 3 ft., it was very calm the whole 
time. Sailing down the fiords, was like sailing on a mirror, it was so calm.   

I must admit after the weeks leading up to Easter have some peace 
and calm was very welcome. Lent this year I found quite a journey of 
discovery. I, like many others, found our Lent Course this year very 
thought provoking. We had been studying The Long Road to Heaven, 
based on the film of The Way. The film takes place on the pilgrim route 
across northern Spain to Santiago de Compostela. it  tells the story of an 
American, Tom, who arrives at the start of the pilgrim route to collect 
the body of his son who had died, unfortunately, on his first day out on 
the pilgrimage. He decides to continue the pilgrimage for his son  and 
takes his son’s ashes with him. As he continues the pilgrimage he is 
joined by 3 other characters, each  with their own issues and 
‘baggage’.  

We journeyed with them during lent discovering about salvation; What 
are we saved from, what are we saved for, who can be saved, what 
do we have to do to be saved and how are we saved. The price of our 
salvation was paid for at the first Easter, our salvation is purely based on 
our personal reaction to that action. Christ invited us to pick up our 
cross and follow him.   

Just like being at sea there are times when our journey with Christ can 
meet with some very rough seas. Sometimes we can feel as if we could 
easily drown. Jesus is always there for us to grab hold of. Keep faith and 
never be afraid to reach out for support. 

God Bless 

Roger 
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Church Family News 

We congratulate Abby King and Rob King on 
announcing their engagement, and we send 
our love and blessings for their future 
happiness. We also congratulate Abby’s fiancé, Rob, who was elected 
as a Labour councillor for Egham and Hythe ward in Runnymede 
Borough.  

We also send our love to Laura & Josh Stedman who moved into their 
new home in Cambridge. 

We congratulate and send our love to Jo Smith, who celebrated a 
special birthday on Easter Saturday, April 20th.  

We pray for those who mourn, remembering in particular the friends 
and family of Charlotte Jerome. Charlotte was a member of staff at 
Lakeside Care Home, but sadly died recently, aged 23. We ask for 
God’s blessing on the residents and staff of Lakeside and we pray for all 
who knew and loved Charlotte.  

We also pray for the family and friends of Mary McKenzie who sadly 
passed away recently in New Zealand. She was a former Guide 
Captain for many years at Park URC. 

We give thanks that Julia Marsh’s brother, Chris Carr, is now at home 
recovering from his triple bypass surgery and is progressing well. 

Tony Wilson had a cataract operation last month at the RBH. We hope 
that Tony – and his violin! – may quickly feel the benefit of the 
operation, and we pray for Tony’s continued recovery.  

We pray for those affected by ill-health or continuing to recover from or 
receive treatment. Alastair Clark is currently quite poorly and we pray 
for him and for Ruth. We also pray for Dave and Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller, 
Andrea Dewing, and Hilary Campbell. 

Carrie King 
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Update from the Treasurer 

Dear Friends, I thought I would write to update you regarding the results 
of our recent Gift Day and how we are doing for the first quarter of our 
financial year.   

The Gift Day total is currently £3900 but we can add Gift Aid to this total 
so we should achieve well over £4k.   Many thanks to all of you who 
have given so generously.  As you will remember we have started to 
raise funds for our organ refurbishment.  However, we are also looking 
at alternatives, in particular, we are looking at the advantages of 
replacement with a high quality electric organ.  This could have the 
benefit of removing the need for constant maintenance and tuning of 
the pipe organ.  

As yet we are researching these possibilities and any recommendations 
will be brought to Elders and Church meeting; this is likely to be 
discussed further at our May meeting.  Sadly, both alternatives are not 
cheap.  We have been quoted between £25 - £30k for refurbishment of 
our present organ or up to £24.5k for a replacement electronic organ. 
Clearly, we have some difficult decisions to make and I will be 
presenting an Options paper for us to consider as to how this could be 
managed financially. 

With regard to our first quarter of income and expenditure, as agreed 
at Church Meeting we have paid off a further £15k of the loan from 
Wessex Synod.  We now have £14k remaining to pay off.  Our income 
for the first quarter was above budget by £8k but our expenditure was 
also above budget because of the loan repayment, which was not 
included in the original budget.   

This means that we are showing a £5k deficit, but I am confident that 
this will reduce over the coming months. Becky is doing a brilliant job 
with lettings and our new evening cleaner (Phillip) is settling into his role 
and I think he will be a real asset to the team. We have £66k remaining 
of Ron Evans legacy, of which it was agreed that half would be used 
for Ministry and outreach and half for building development and/or 
repair. 

Looking ahead, I need to make members aware that when we do get 
a new Minister our expenditure will increase by some £8k to £10k of 
which Hungerford URC should contribute 25%. 
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At present I am predicting a break-even budget, but if expenditure 
increases within this financial year this may not be the case. As with 
most things in life there are ups and downs to most events, but I think 
we are all agreed that a new Minister will be very welcome by us all, 
regardless of the cost! 

As always, my continued thanks to you all for your support for the work 
of the Church here at Park.  

Yvette Gayford – Treasurer 

Update on Preachers During Vacancy 

We are continuing to do well but Roger and I would love to hear from 
anyone who thinks they could either lead a service or be involved in 
any way. 

Please see below the updated list of preachers who will lead morning 
worship over the next two months. 

May 

 5th May, Rev Alan Holmes 
 12th May, Michael Penny 
 19th May, SALT Festival led by Simon King & SALT staff 
 26th May, Gaye Rees and others ( 

June 

 2nd June: Rev Alan Holmes 
 9th June: Keith Whyte 
 16th June: Geoff Cornell 
 23rd June: Rebecca Bullard 
 30th June: to be arranged 

It is wonderful to have the mix of visiting preachers and the people from 
our own congregation to lead worship each week. 

Julia  
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First Friday Footpath Fellowship 

After a trial run last month, last Friday was the first full First Friday 
Footpath Fellowship, with eleven keen Park walkers (and two 
accompanying dogs) enjoying some 
gentle exercise, enjoyable fellowship, fresh 
air, fresh coffee …and some serious cakes! 

The date of next month’s First Friday 
Footpath Fellowship walk is (not 
unsurprisingly) the first Friday of June - which 

my 

calendar tells me is Friday June 
7th. Our current plan is to walk 

along the Thames to Sonning for coffee at the ‘Coppa Club’, we would 
love to see you there! 

Rod 

Recorded Morning Services 

You may know of somebody who would welcome the chance to listen 
to one of our Morning Services; perhaps somebody who is sick or 
suffering a long term illness that keeps them away from Park. 

Our morning services are recorded as a matter of course and may be 
copied to a CD. Please let us know if you know of anybody might like 
this to be done for them. 

Geoff Cornell. 
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New Beginnings 

I don’t know about you but springtime always fills me with a sense of 
optimism and excitement. The combination of flowers appearing, trees 
reclaiming their leaves and the move towards longer days feels so 
uplifting. We are now five months in to 2019 already and what a year it 
is shaping up to be! 

I am so happy for Helen and Tony Durrant. With the sale of their house 
making good progress, they are getting ever nearer to achieving their 
retirement dream. I will miss ‘my squirrel’ immensely (and you Tony!), yet 
I can’t help but to share their happiness. As both Tony and Helen have 
clearly stated, this isn’t ‘goodbye’ – they are not planning on leaving us 
entirely, and as such I will be arranging a bring and share ‘New 
Beginnings’ lunch for them on 14th July (after church service and 
fellowship refreshments). Both have played an integral part in life at 
Park for many years and as such I feel this should be celebrated.  

If you have any favourite or funny memories (and pictures!) of Helen 
and Tony please get in touch with me! I have often thought about 
Helen over the years and being reunited at ‘Church Camp 2017’ has 
been a definite highlight for me in my adult life. A true friend to the end! 
I love you Helen xxx 

However, Helen has made it very clear to me that she wants this to be 
a shared celebratory lunch – a thanksgiving lunch if you like. So if you 
have anything you wish to celebrate this year please let me know. This 
could be a special anniversary, a milestone birthday, a recent 
purchase of a house (hint hint Sarah Jenkins!), the start of a new course, 
a new job… Anything you wish to celebrate, please let me know. 

As it stands at the moment, we will be using this lunch to raise a glass to 
Solaya who is off to university in the autumn; 40th birthday celebrations 
for myself and Rebecca Bullard and the engagement to Abby King 
and Rob King. Just to pre-warn you, as my 40th birthday is the day 
before the lunch, I may be a bit ‘under the weather’ haha! 

A sign-up sheet will be displayed at the beginning of July. In the 
meantime please pop the date in your diary and have a think if there is 
anything you wish to include in the celebrations. 

I remember at the beginning of the year I heard one of my all-time 
favourite soul songs and it stopped me in my tracks as it describes 
perfectly where I am ‘at’. This song has now become part of my daily 
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routine and I play it every day. It is ‘I’m Feeling Good’ by Nina Simone. 
My favourite verse is as follows: 

Stars when you shine, you know how I feel 
Scent of the pine, you know how I feel 
Oh freedom is mine and I know how I feel 
It’s a new dawn, it’s a new day, it’s a new life.. for me 
And I’m feeling good 

With all my love, Becky 

Lakeside Songs of Praise Dates  

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services on every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2.30 – 
3.30 pm 

 12th June 
 10th July 
 August – holidays 
 11th September 
 9th October 
 13th November 
 11th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.  

Please sign in at the Care Home reception desk on arrival. 

Julia 



page 10 

 

Easter Breakfast at Park 

…a particularly big thankyou to all those who were involved in the 
production of such a wonderful breakfast on Easter morning. 

New Members of the Admin Team? 

 

…spotted in the Church 
Office recently - could this 
be some new members of 
the Park Church Admin 
Team? 

Watch out magazine 
editor! 
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God Bless You Idris Elba 

I was very lucky to spend a large proportion of my teens at Silverdale 
Youth Club. I would have to pay 50p on the door which got me my first 
free cup of squash, plus lots of free activities and the occasional 
sleepover. The latter was always teamed with a hard hitting theme 
such as anti-drugs, teenage pregnancies and the impact of rape. The 
centre was run by the lovely Deta who worked tirelessly to provide us 
with a safe and fun environment where we could ‘chill out’ away from 
our parents and start making the transition to adulthood. 

In my early 20’s I repaid this by becoming an evening youth club leader 
at Bulmershe Youth Club. It is such a shame that at a time when crime 
within the 10 – 18 year old age group is at its highest peak, we have 
significantly less youth projects serving these young people. I don’t wish 
to get political and I fully respect each person is entitled to their own 
political views, yet I feel this (in addition to the rise in food banks 
feeding lower income families) is the biggest let down from our 
government in modern day times. 

I recently watched a segment Idris Elba did on ‘The One Show’ where it 
was explained the most dangerous and mostly likely time for a child or 
young adult to be stabbed isn’t at night… It is between 3pm and 5pm, 
Monday to Friday… Isn’t that just depressing and so, so sad?! A time 
when young people should be unwinding after being at school and 
given the freedom to be able to make their way home in the safety of 
their local community. 

Idris Elba is an actor and musician who I have always had the upmost 
respect for. Yet his recent transition to promoting the end of knife crime 
and gang culture in London (and beyond) has taken that respect to a 
whole other level. Whilst the police, schools and other agencies work 
tirelessly to try and make the streets safer for our young people, the 
help of someone who these young people can relate to will inevitably 
have a greater impact and reach a wider audience. 

Elba, the star of the Luther television series, also posted a number of 
statistics alongside his impassioned plea for action, including claims 
there were more than 14,000 knife-related offences in London alone in 
2017/18. 

He added: "We have to say something about it as well, entertainers 
that are out there, there's young people that look up to us, man, we 
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need to just vocalise this. Send a message out saying put the knives 
down. It's dumb. It's dumb. 

"We don't need to be killing ourselves. We have so much more we can 
offer. And you're going to kill your future, you're going to kill someone 
else's future, and it's dumb. 

"Entertainers, do me a favour man, put out similar videos, let's try and 
put out something and say that we care for our communities. Stop the 
knife crime, please." 

Expressing the urgent need for a shift in attitude towards knife crime to 
come from the communities where youngsters are most likely to carry 
such weapons, he added: “Waiting for the police to do something isn’t 
a real solution, we cannot wait for that. We need to make noise in 
protest about the dumb stabbings, out of respect for the dead and to 
protect the living.” 

His statement comes as Manuel Petrovic, 20, from Romford, was 
charged with the murder of 17-year-old Jodie Chesney in East London. 
Another man remains in custody in connection with the attack of the 
Girl Scout in Harold Hill, East London. 

Meanwhile, a 15-year-old boy has been charged with murder in 
connection with the fatal stabbing of Ayub Hassan, 17, in West 
Kensington, West London. A 17-year-old boy has been bailed pending 
further enquiries regarding the attack on the Somalian teenager that 
took place in broad daylight. 

Idris Elba has thrown his support behind a mobile knife amnesty project. 
The actor took to the streets on Sunday 5th May alongside Faron Alex 
Paul, the man behind Faz Amnesty, which exchanges high street 
vouchers for blades and then hands the knives in to the police. 

Elba said he thinks the scheme was important and outlined some of the 
reasons why the project was connecting with young people. 

 “It comes down to trust, a kid who’s scared of his neighbourhood isn’t 
just going to roll to the police and give up his knife, and he’s just not 
going to do that. He can try someone that he can relate to. And the 
vouchers, of course it’s an incentive, it’s a crude one, but it’s an 
important one,” Elba told ITV News. 

Let us pray his voice and his message will play a part in the reduction of 
a vicious cycle of violence and fear and in turn pave way for a rise in 
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hope and aspirations for not just those who have been injured or have 
lost a relative or friend through knife crime but also those who are in the 
throes of temptation in to this murky ‘life’ of gangland culture. 

Becky Joyce 

General Assembly Internship 

If you are aged between 18 and 26 and are looking for an internship or 
some work experience, then this opportunity is for you. The United 
Reformed Church is looking to recruit two Youth Interns to their 
Assembly arrangements committee, helping to plan and organise the 
General Assembly which is being held in 2020 at Aston University.  

It would be the perfect addition to your CV as it gives you a wide range 
of opportunities and experience in planning a large-scale event as well 
as giving you an insider view as to how General Assembly is put 
together as a smooth running machine. And, just as importantly, it puts 
representatives of URC Youth right at the forefront in the planning 
stages of what is the biggest event of the URC business year.  

You will need to be available from 9 to 13 July and to participate in 
planning meetings through the year. The planning meetings are held in 
London from 11 to 3 but it is possible to join by video link so distance 
should not be a problem.  

Read the role description for more information and then contact 
children.youth@urc.org.uk for an application form.  
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Church Contacts 

Minister ..................................... currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary .................... Roger Clark   
   
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ...................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ...................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S (2nd and 4th Wednesday)  
 8pm ACO (2nd Wednesday) 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
various AutAngel/Autism Matters 

 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
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